Juniors Taking the PSAE: 

3 Money Saving Tips you must know about the test!

Cory Freeman, President College Funding Team

Every junior in the State of Illinois attending a public high school is required to take the Prairie State Achievement Examination (PSAE) which measures the achievement of 11th graders in science, math, reading, and writing. 

The PSAE includes three sections: (1) the ACT test Plus Writing, which includes the ACT multiple-choice tests in English, mathematics, reading, and science and a writing section; (2) an ISBE-developed science assessment, and (3) two Work Keys assessments in Applied Mathematics and Reading.

Tip 1: Study and get the highest score possible. College bound juniors are likely going to have to take the ACT test to get into the colleges of their choice. By scoring high on this test, you will avoid having to take the ACT multiple times, especially during your senior year when you are busy with Senior classes, activities and college applications, visits, etc. There are many books, websites, classes to take to practice for the ACT, so be sure to utilize these tools this week as the test is on Thursday, April 28th. This is a great way to save your family money on the ACT test registration, because the state of Illinois is paying for you to take the ACT test plus writing portion. 

Tip 2: Improve your ACT Writing Score. The ACT writing test is a 30-minute constructed-response writing test with a single prompted question. The essays are scored by two trained readers who will each score the essay 0-6. These two scores are combined for the student’s writing score, the highest score being a 12. Once the student scores a high writing test grade, often it is unnecessary for that student to continue to take the writing test which saves the student time and the family money on paying for the additional writing test. The key here is seeing samples of what the trained reader is looking for in these essays so the student can incorporate these writing techniques into their responses. The ACT has a Sample Essay section right on their website which has a prompted question and then shows six students’ essays which were each scored 0-6 and illustrates why those essays were scored the way they were by the reader. It would be worth a few minutes of your student’s time to read these sample essays to improve their essay scores.  Simply go to www.actstudent.org/writing and click on Sample Essays on the Left side and scroll through. 

Tip 3: Choose your schools. Generally we recommend students take full advantage of having the State of Illinois pay for the ACT by sending the ACT scores to the four free schools which are included in the test, otherwise there is a fee for each ACT score that the student wishes to send to a college, and these fees tend to add up quickly. Doing some research now to select schools the student is genuinely interested in is a good idea. There are several great, free websites available to students to search for colleges which meet their interests and offer their majors. Two recommended free websites to explore: www.petersons.com and www.collegeboard.com. 

To learn more key strategies about the College Financial Aid system and how it affects your family, College Expert Cory Freeman is speaking at a College Funding Workshop at the Woodstock Public Library on May 19th at 7:00pm. Due to popularity, reservations are required, and details can be found at www.collegefundingteam.com 
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