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Tip 1: Essay- bottom line what they are looking for is: What Makes You Unique? 

· Follow directions, don’t use a Shakespeare essay you got an A in English if the essay question is “Tell us about yourself”. They want to make sure #1 that the student can follow simple directions and write an essay answering their question or topic, if they can’t even do this right- they are wondering if you would be a good fit on campus. 

· Share something you’re passion about. Schools are using these essays more and more to make sure you are the right fit for the campus culture. Grades and test scores don’t tell anything about your personality. 
Tip 2: Don’t stress about getting in: What % of college admit over 50% of their applicants?   87% of all colleges in the US admit over 87% of applicants! So you have a 50/50 chance of getting in at every college you apply to. AND 2/3 of colleges admit at least 2/3 of their applicants. 

Tip 3: “It Depends”: Every college does things different. Every college looks at GPA differently, calculates it differently, puts more weight on it than other schools, so… it depends.. Recommendation is to call the schools you are interested in directly and ask them your questions about how they pick their accepted students, be sure to let them know who you are, as some school document these calls as showing interest in school. You want the school to know you are interested in them. 
Tip 4: Do Not Irritate your Guidance Counselor (this is for parents and students): You will need them to write good recommendation letters and help you throughout Senior year. You also need to get important information from them like transcripts, GPA, class rank, etc. for your college applications. 

Tip 5: Recommendations: ALWAYS provide your teachers, coaches, counselors with a stamped, addressed envelope to the college along with the recommendation report with your name and information filled out on the top of the form. ALWAYS put a post it with a date at least 1 week prior to the deadline on top, to ensure it gets to the college on time. DO NOT DELAY, as teachers have countless ones to do. Get this done this week and sent to the schools you are applying to. You can send your application later… 

Tip 6: Campus Visit: Both Admissions Counselors said it is much harder to tell a student whom they have met and talked to that they did not get accepted, than someone they have never met. So when you are visiting these colleges, take a minute to ask a few questions to your admissions counselor. If you cannot think of any questions - call me.. I will give you some! 

Tip 7: College visits to High School: When a college you are interested in is doing a visit to YOUR High school ALWAYS stop in and just say hi. If you can’t stay, then at least make sure you say “hi, thanks for coming. I am really looking forward to attending your college next year. I have to get to class right away for a test, but just wanted to welcome you to my neck of the woods.. “  The guidance counselor said not enough students stop in, and this is a cheap way to make a KILLER impression… 

Tip 8: Test Optional: Did you know there are over 800 colleges that say standardized tests (ACT & SAT) will not be used to evaluate your application? Here, you have a choice to submit scores if they are good, and not submit if they are bad.. to see which colleges DON”T require these tests visit www.fairtest.org. Furman, Knox, Alabama State, are just a few,  check out the list to see if this is one of your schools. 
TIP 9: FACEBOOK: Do not contact an admissions person on Faceboook with a picture of you doing a keg stand… Also, if you contact a college through Facebook- they will check out your profile.. be careful accepting colleges as friends… Just make sure that your page is private and ensure your photo is one your Grandmother can see and would approve of. Don’t get in the habit of posting poor judgment things on your wall- or anyone else’s. Admission Counselors and Employers are using Facebook to check you out. 

TIP 10: EMAIL address: Make sure it is appropriate. Do not have your email address be Hottiedancer69, or Whosyourdaddy, Bigbubba, gunsRcool, etc and put this on your applications. Make it something respectable and make sense, you will probably have this for the rest of your life. Don’t give a bad impression…

TIP 11: Overbearing Parents: If you have overbearing parents that keep nagging you daily to do something for college, someone suggested a weekly Sunday meeting for student and parents to sit down and discuss their “to do list” about the College Application Process. This helps with communication and then everyone knows what needs to be done. The other rule was that parents were not allowed to mention college to the student at all during week- but the student could mention college to parents during week. The student said this really helped her to stay focused and not get angry at the applications and not do them just because of an overbearing, nagging parent. Just an idea… 

TIP 12: ASK COLLEGE how they evaluate demonstrated Interest: Do they record every time you call? Does this help them count how much interest you have? Do they count Campus visits higher than an email? Should you email daily? Would this help your chances of getting in? Every college is different, find out if your college cares about a high level of contact and if it will help you early, before you spend a lot of time and get no return on your investment of time… Some schools weigh this heavily- if you are a middle of the road student, but went to campus and called twice and emailed once against a student who never did anything… You are for sure in! 

TIP 13: WHY ACT? Why do most Midwest high schools recommend students take ACT in high school? Most Midwest high school students do better on this test. It’s that simple. 

TIP 14: Common Application: Many students ask is there any advantage or disadvantage to doing the common application. The counselors shared that every counselor at every college participating in the Common Application MUST sign a sign that they will not discriminate against students who use the common application. And, they encourage students to use it because it saves you time. If you can write 3 really great essays as apposed to writing 10 mediocre ones, this will be better for you and the college in the long run, so check: https://www.commonapp.org/SearchEngine/SimpleSearch.aspx to see if your colleges of interest are listed. 
TIP 15: WITHDRAW application: If you have already accepted somewhere, just send a quick email to the other colleges letting them know you would like to withdraw your application. It’s that simple. Do not feel bad or think more into it.. Most colleges accept at least a 1/3 more kids than they know are coming, it makes it easier on them to not have to chase you down and make things awkward. So the counselors just ask that you send a quick email to let the college know you are not interested and thank them for their time and consideration. 
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